Return of Remodeled Boeing SA307B-1 Planes Creates Wage Problem 
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This is the January issue of ini 
AIR LINE PILOT, the first one| 
in the year of our Lord, 1945. | 
Often people are heard to say | 
that time moves so swiftly it is| 
hard to keep abreast of its flight. | 
As a matter of fact, nowadays it | 
moves so fast that the days, | 
months, and years come and go so} 
fast that they all blend into a blur | 
like the passing of a rocket plane. | 
The war has accelerated things to | 


such an extent that a year slips 
out from under us so quickly as 
to be almost unnoticed. Stop and 
realize, if you can, it’s more than 
five years since Hitler decided to 
go in partnership with the Al- 
mighty to rule the world and 
finally take it over entirely. He 
started his armies into Poland on 
September 1, 1939. Now this Se . 
world’s champion dumb cluck has oe : ee a 4 
suddenly come to the stark reali- 


zation that instead of taking over 9 |to an open field and set yourself | first man to demonstrate the prac- | = 
the a will “nm hye IT S AMAZING | down on your carpetbag between| tical use of this new method of | 
even one little spot left in it in Pa. : : | two posts and, oops, up, up, and| rescue. He was the first human to| LATE NEWS 
which he can continue his miser- PP conye i. if ocd bees sp rap, away you go to the big city. In| go aloft in this manner. Comment-| 

~ (Continued on Page 3, Col. rg Soar ri the clouds, just go out | this series of pictures, bordering | ing on his first experience, he said, 

sich |almost on fantasy, is shown a|“The only sensation is a smooth R 

| successful U. S. Air Force hu-|whir of air around you and then eturn 
| man cargo pickup operation. The| the ground disappears underneath. THE ARMY IS RETURNING MORE 
passenger on this spectacular hu- | If I hadn't heard the wind, I| yxy More AIR LINE PLANES TO THE 
man pickup operation was Staff | wouldn't have known I was mOv-| AiR LINES. THIS RAISES THE QUES- 
Sergeant Harry C. Conway, Jr.| ing.” Apparently going up in this | TION, “WHO'S GOING TO FLY 
He was snatched from the ground | fashion is much the same as com-)| yp?” “CAN 1 THE AIR LINE PILOTS 
on December 20, 1944, by a U. S.| ing down in a parachute. There is | — 
Army Air Technical Service Com-| very little sensation of motion. (Continued 0 on n Page 4, Col. 5) 
mand pickup plane in full flight at | == Sieaieraminnsaieseaaieass eceeeniees eamacma 
Wright Field, Ohio. The equip-| — 
| ment used was the standard pick- 
up apparatus with a few refine- 
ments, such as a special body 
harness, etc. (1) 20-year-old Staff 
Sergeant Harry C. Conway, Jr., 
leaves the ground in the world’s 
fifth human cargo pickup experi- 
;ment. The plane is flying at an 
angle of 35 degrees or better. (2) 
Success—he made it. Imagine see- 
ing you here. (3) It’s a long way 
up. Obviously, it may never be com- | 
mercially practical because of its | 
hairbreadth Harry aspects, but for | 
rescue work it has great possibili- | 
ties. The human pickup was ac- | 
complished for the first time on 
September 5, 1943, and twice on 
September 23, 1944, and again 
on October 7, 1944. Paratrooper 


we | Lieutenant Alexis Doster was the 
—Penn-Central Airlines Photo | — 


There s im I ago when an| 
STILL FLYING IT adinde wih 1000 + ethan Bon seca daa 12,000 U. S. WOUNDED 


quite a fellow. Captain Bud Baker, a veteran Pennsylvania-Central | 
Airlines pilot, is pictured being awarded a service recognition pin by sie ype ph pera Re Grr 
the company’s president, C. Bedell Monro, for 16 years’ service wit ’ Whether in Hollywood or over 
the Capital Air Line. Bud has flown 15,500 hours which represent || ™en have been evacuated by GEORGE MEETS JANE Tokyo, George A. Shealy al- 
well over two million miles and is one of PCA’s original pilots. He|| air across the North Atlantic || ways makes a hit. Here he is pictured with Jane Withers in Holly- 
dates back to BA (before air lines) and got his aviation education in|| since D-Day, it was announced || wood, and she’s grown into quite some lady. What? Yes, indeed. He 
the school of hard knocks with a postgraduate course in the great-|| by Colonel Gordon G. Bulla, || is a Delta Air Lines pilot, now on military furlough with the Army Air 
est school of all —- BARNSTORMING — the school with but two|| senior flight surgeon, North At- || Forces bombing Tokyo in B-29’s. George has risen to the rank of lieu- 
classes of pupils, the quick and the dead. People do much boasting || jantic division of the Air Trans- || te™@™t colonel and is attached to the 21st Bomber Command. He went 
about their ability to evaluate the skill of an air line pilot. Most of it ost Gemeniiedd on active duty in 1942. On his first flight over Tokyo, two of his four 
is the old malarky. The best and surest barometer of a pilot’s skill is, P h a I i] motors failed. What happened? Why he brought his B-29 home, of 
how long has he been around? Bud has been around for a long time. W. at the Co onel fai ed to || course. He’s an air line pilot, isn’t he? How did he do it? By having 
Captain Baker flew the first scheduled air line flight over the Alle-|| ™ention is that this job of fly- 


” , 4 his crew chop out of the plane practically everything that weighed any- 
ghenies, from Pittsburgh to Washington. He’s still flying it—in addi-|| ing was and is being done thing and throw it overboard. George said, “We strewed parts all the 
tion to all of PCA’s many other routes—when he’s not busy with his|| largely by air line pilots. way home from Tokyo.” His general, Haywood Hansell, Jr., said of 
two hobbies. One is raising chickens; the other is eating them. the flight, “the seemingly impossible.” 
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“Public Safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix maximum flying hours, minimum pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.’’ 

—President Roosevelt. 


WRONG-WAY PUBLICITY 


Everyone in the operating end of air line transporta- 
tion business knows full well of the critical balance be- 
tween pay load and the weight that must go into the 
structural and other critical strength factors of air line 
equipment. 

In the minds of penny-hungry air carriers is always 
the profit enhancing thought of how much lighter can we 
build the equipment. On the other end of this extremely 
critical teeter-totter of weight versus air safety are the air 
line pilots, the public, and the more conservative air car- 
riers who are satisfied to go along sensibly, make a reason- 
able profit, and let well enough alone. 

The air line transportation business is still a spec- 
tacular and glamorous enterprise. It lives and thrives on 
publicity and propaganda; some good, some bad, much 
just plain hot air. Speaking of the bad kind, there has 
been appearing in national aviation magazines, for some 
time, advertisements, the full import of which is so bad it 
actually carries the aroma of something over-ripe. These 
ads go something like this: The picture of some air line offi- 
cial appears and he is quoted about as follows: One pound 
saved on a plane increases earning capacity by X dollars a 
year, etc., ete. Of all misguided effort and just-plain-harmful, 











wrong-way propaganda, this surely wins the booby prize. | 
Public may, at times, be gullible but he) 


Mr. John Q. 
catches on quickly. When John Q. catches on that the 


pound saved for profit may very well be sliced from his | 


margin of safety when he rides aloft from place to place, 
what will the effect be? WILL IT BE GOOD FOR AIR 
LINE TRANSPORTATION? AGAIN, COMMON SENSE 
ANSWERS THE QUESTION—AND DEFINITELY. 


—David L. Behncke 
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IN ANY ISSUE OF MOST ANY AVIATION PUBLICATION— | 
“WE | 


J. W. WHOSIS, PRESIDENT OF NOGO AIRLINES, SAYS, 
ESTIMATE THAT ONE POUND REMOVED FROM OUR AIR-| 
PLANES RESULTS IN A SAVING OF $106.38 PER YEAR PER 
PLANE.” HOW ABOUT PUTTING BACK THE AUTO PILOTS???) 


THE AIR LINE 
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I Don’t ‘Z ‘ackly’ ’Know What to Say 


By HENRY L. LAUBE 
Council No. 44, Delta 
Atlanta, Georgia 


With the Army taking over mili- 
tary cargo and the recent alloca- 
tion of two more DC-3’s, addi- 
tional flights have been added to 
Fort Worth and Cincinnati. All 
MTD flight personnel have once 
again donned “white collars” and| 


now possess a fine array of khaki 
fishing apparel, a few other me- 
mentos, and LOTS of memories. 


At first, the eight, ten, and twelve- 
minute station stops were quite 
trying for all ex-cargo pilots—not 
time enough for a cup of java— 
unlike the old cargo schedules 
with the usual delays. 


Captain Owens Wins Oak Leaf 
Cluster to His DFC 

Captain William D. Owens was 
recently presented the Oak Leaf 
Cluster to his Distinguished Fly- 
ing Cross for “extraordinary 
achievement while participating in 


so 


aerial flight’? at ceremonies held 
at the Newcastle Army Air Base, 
Wilmington, Delaware. Captain 


Owens encountered severe weather 
conditions while piloting a trans- 
port plane on November 27, 1942, 
over the mountainous terrain of 
upper Burma and_ Southwest 
China, the citation said, and the 
ship, caught in a downdraft, lost 
altitude and speed. Ordering the 
copilot and the radio operator to 
abandon ship, he remained with 


the plane in an effort to save the 
40 passengers aboard who were 
without parachutes. Continuing 
alone to battle the elements, the 
citation continued, he managed, 
hours later, to land safely at his 


destination. 
Other Air Line Pilots Win Medals 

Major Jack Slayton, now with 
the Army Safety Board in Fort 
Worth, Texas, received the Air 
Medal for his participation in the 
China-Burma-India Theatre, as 
did Lieutenant Colonel Luke Wil- 
liamson; now back with his old 
boss, General Chennault in China. 
Lieutenant Colonel F. J. Schwaem- 
mle recently returned from over- 
seas after almost two years and, 
at present, is stationed 
ington. Incidentally, the star 


and | 


in Wash-| 


Think It Over, 
Amen and Hallelujah 


By CHUCK “Winchell”? BOTSCH 
Council No. 31, AA 
Burbank, California 





F-L-A-S-H! The month of No- 
vember found the copilots at this 
base burning prayer papers and 
sending ‘‘peace offerings” to their 
respective Allahs, for, at last, the 
increase in copilots’ pay had been 
approved by the company and the 
ALPA. The talk ran wild with the 
plans and hopes that the “second 
characters” had in mind with the 
extra and well-deserved compensa- 
tion. “This will pay the baby’s doc- 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) 


a command pilot adorn 
wings. 


wreath of 
“Fritz’s” 

After writing a five-page letter 
home and still not too tired from 
all the penmanship, Captain C. G. 
Holliman of the ATC in France 
put into poem his feelings of that 
day. Here’s his poem: 


I don’t wanna quit; I’m not sleepy 
no way, 

But I don’t z’ackly know 
gonna say, 

’Cause I ain’t been guilty of 
speculation 

And most news is again a 
regulation. 


what I’m 


I’ve seen a lot of country, but that 
ain’t news 

I have to fold up my flaps when 
I’m ’round bomber crews. 

And then there’s the fighter pilots, 
a cocky lot; 

My flaps fold again—it’s guts 
they’ve got. 


But my right wing dips to the 
front-line guys 

Who give and take, 
and die. 

While I sometimes wonder if 
there is a heaven 

For the transport pilots of the 
C-47. 

There is, not right now, I’ll hope 
yow ll say, 

And that I'll live to fly again in 
_the U js Ss. AL 


who fight 





FOR ihhsninse THE LIVES OF 40 


SOMETHING NEW HAS BEEN ADDED. Carvasn WILLIAM D. OWENS, 












—USAAF Photo 





A MILITARY FURLOUGHED DELTA AIR LINES PILOT, RECEIVES THE Oak | 
LEAF CLUSTER TO HIS DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS (SEE STORY, COL. 3 


ON THIS PAGE). 
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Ou Constant Memoriam 








fly West my friend, is a flight we 
all must take for a final check.’ 


Active Duty Air Corps 


Allen, K. N.—AA; Beadles, Eugene C.— 
UAL: Canton, C. E.—EAL; 


ell, Hewitt _F. — Colonial; Mostoller, 
Nagel, John—Mid-Conti- 
; Nelson, * Franklin S.—WAL; £3943 
. Warren —TWA; Roth, Paul 

EAL; Shafer, George H —TWA; Skelly, 
J.—AA; Treweek, J. M.—AA. 


Active Duty Naval Reserve 


Jones, John Paul—EAL; Kundson, Max 
— TWA; Roscoe, Thomas M. — EAL; 
Sparboe, Jerome H.—NW; Williams, 
Roy W.—EAL. 


Active Duty Marine Corps 
Kimball, Walter F.—TWA 


Active 
Accidental 


Adams, John B.—UAL; Anderson, 
—UAL; Andert, Paul A—UA i; 
S. B.—PCA 

Barrett, Joseph C., Jr.— PAA; Barron, 
John M., Jr.—AA; Bates, Clarence F.— 
NW; Bethel, A. T.—TWA; Beindorf, C. 
R. — UAL; ea Lh. A. — Panagra; 
Bigelow, Se, = UAL; Bliven, L. LS 
NWA; Blom, Edwin W. — UAL; Bogen, 
WwW. L.—WA AE; Bohnet, Frederick L.— 
TWA; Bolton, Harvey F.—TWA; Bont- 
ranger, c. M.—UAL; Borchers, Adrian— 
PAA; Bowen, J. i 

Lewis L. — BA; Brandon, 

UAL; *Brand, W. J. 
Francis W.— AA; ybroughton, D. _— 
UAL; Brown, D. W.—UAL; ‘Brown, H. 
Babcock — NEA; Brown, W ; 


Lioyd 
Antonio, 


, Charles 
j *Bullis, 


pre Bayard A.—AA: Gcabetete, 
Cassius B.—NW; Christian, I. J., Jr— 
NWA; Clark, F. N. —Continental: Clay- 
n — C&S; Cohn, G.— 


5 Hanley 
WAS; Cole, | D. 


C.—UAL: Cooper, Do. I. 
, Alonzo — Marine Airways; 
» Floyd—Ludington. 

Dally, Benjamin 


. Frank E.—WAL; 

H.—TWA-ICD; Davis, Alfred W.—UAL; 
, Douglas—EAL; DeCesare, Frank— 
Panagra; 


Diltz, H. C.—TWA; 
i Dixon, An- 


DAL; Dryer, Dale F.— AA; 
Dunn, Steven M. — Panagra; Dyjak, R. 


Robert M.— 


Glenn T.— 
; Fortner, W. 


» a G.—AA; cnih 
A; “Enger, G. E/—N WA. 
Howard—UAL; Fields, 
; “Fisher, John F.—NW 
peat Fuller, Ray E.—. 
Gambee, H. T.—TWA; Gay, R. A.—AA; 


Gardner, Gordon W.— Panagra; George, 
Hal— TWA; *Gill, D. N. — TWA-ICD; 
Gillette, Morgan A. — TWA; Golden, 
Glenn — AA; Gower, Vernon 1. — DAL: 
Grover, R. Boyd—UA 
Haid, Arthur A.—NW 


EAL: Hallgren, W. 
F.— NW; Hedenquist, WwW. A.— TWA; 
Herndon, J. —UAL; Hill, George Ww. 
—AA; Holbrook, Clyde M.—AA; Holsen- 
beck, W. M.—PAA; Holstrom, A. E.— 
TWA; Howell, P. P. — TWA; Inman, 
WA-ICD; Ireland, Baxter 
; Jackson, W. — TWA; 
Stanley E.— CAL 
— EAL; Jones, 


;_ Jamieson, 
- AL; 
Jesselyn, John—PCA; 
Pp 


Lioyd E. — 
Judd, Orvan K.— 


Kelsey, Harold J.—AA; Kineannon, Ted 
; King, George B.—PAA; Kom- 
dat, Albert C.—EAL; Kroeger, John H.— 
PAA-Western. 
Lamb, Charles S.—UAL; Lewis, Harry C. 
— TWA; Livermore, Joe — NW; Loeffler, 
Edward J. — WAL; Lucas, Al — AS; 
Lucas, Verne—Ludington; Lynn, John B. 
—C&S 


McAfee, William—PAA; McCauley, 4, 


*McLaughiin, j. Be AA; Mc- 
Mickle, Harold—Panagra; Majors, R. 
—AA; Mallick, ae _— ; Ma- 
mer, Nick B.—NW; Marshal, Gerald V. 
—AA: Merrifield, Austin S.—UAL; Mar- 
tin, Karl R.—NWA; Miller, B. D.—AA 
Colonial; *Miner, Willard H UAL; 
Montee, Ralph—TWA; Montijo, John G 
— VAT; Morgan, Howard — TWA 
Mossman, Russell. C.—C&SAL. 
Neff, Harold—UAL; Noe, Earl J.—TWA; 
Norby, Raymond a _ 
*Obri, Fred—PAA; eke Ww. E— 
PCA; Odell, M. T.—AA; *Olson, Ken- 
neth S.—NW; “*Onsgard, Alden—NWA; 
Owens, Yea ie P.—WAE. 


Parker, A. N.—TWA-ICD; Paschal, A.— 
PAA; Pedley, Charles F.—AA; Pe . 
4. A:—EAL; Person, Addison G.—PA 

Pickup, Christopher V.—UAL; Pielemeier, 
Harold E. AA; Potter, Norman W. — 
UAL; Prosbstle, R.—NWA; Pursley, C. 


R. con 

5 WAAUAL: Raley, R. J.—NW; 
*Rhew, Jesse N.—C&S; — Russell S. 
—AA; Robbins, Wm. ; Rose, 
A.—KLM; Rousch, * Chas. W.—NW: 


Rust, F. H.—AA. 
Serevent, Hervey M. — TWA; Sandblom, 


J. V.—CP; Sandegren, Thomas E.—UAL; 
Sauceda, J. M.—PAA:; Scott, P. T. W.— 
TWA; Scott, Phillp C.—UAL; Scroggins, 
Lowell V.— PCA hank, Eugen s$.— 
NWA; Sharpnack, J. UA Sheets, 
Don K.—Panagra; Sherwood, George C 
—WAE; Smith A; moot, C 
H.—Braniff; Snowden, eh P.—TWA; Stil- 
ler, Harry A.—AA; AE Robert E.— 
Panagra. 

Tarrant,  o, R. — UAL; Terletzky, 
Leo — PAA; jee 9 9 L. E.—EAL; 
oe Fan R.—UAL; *Turbyne, Rob- 
ert—Pan 


Underwood. . Sanford L.—AA. 
eae Clark K. — UAL; Vanderbusch, 


Wagar, G. K.—UAL; Waldron, Joe—AA 


eats M. A. — PAA; Waliace, Clyde 
W.—TWA; “Wasil, Nicholas A.—TWA; 
Watkins, E. C.— AA: Weatherdon, Ed- 
; Whidden, 


win—AA; West, F. W.—NW 
R. G.—NEA; “Wieselma er, Otto—PAA; 


Wilson, W. C.—AA; Wi ilams, Wayne C, 
—TWA; Williamson, P. AL; Wor- 
then, John A.—WW; Wright, 41. S— 
TWA. 


Young, George E.—UAL. 
Zeier, Carl F.—C&SAL 


Natural 

Blomgren, Lloyd 1.—AA; Chiappino, L. 
J., TWA-ICD; Cochran, Robert M. — 
UAL; Colton, "Ray—UAL; Currier, c. kL. 
— TWA; Fife, John A. — CA; *Gambee, 


Harley T.—TWA; weert, Paul L.— 
AA; Hohag, R. J.— Jamieson, Le- 
land S.—EAL; Jaster, y '*- B.—EA 
Maguire, Richard C.—AA; MeConaughey, 
M. A, NEA; 


Peterson, J. . Henry 


T.—PAA; Schier, in Delta: Swanson, 
Axel—AA; Taylor, W.—NWA; Witten- 
berg, Frank saat L. 
Inactive 

Anderline, Frank W.; Ashford, Ted; 
Barr, Julius; Brown, W. Craig; Burford, 
Dean W.; Caldwell, G. Q.; Drayton, 
Chas. M.; Fisher, Alfred F.; Huls- 
man, Herbert W.; Hunter, Lewls W.; 
Jackson, L. A.; Judy, H. Kerwin, 
J. 5.3 Me Markin, Richard as “jaitis, ar 
thur; Mitchell, R. L.; ry AS 
O’Brine, Forrest E.; Gemebes. F.; R ddle, 
Glenn ‘L.; Roulstone, J. Rousch, 
Usher E.; Shelton, Boyd M Stark, 
Howa C.; Van_ Alstyne, ugh, Jr.; 
Veblen, E. H.; Walbridge, Donald C.; 
Warner, Roy; eaton, Harold 3 
Whittemore, — Hy olf, John F.; 


Willey, Sidney L.; Zimmerman, Harry J. 
Waiting List 


Brock, Wm. S..; Clark, y- H.; Kiser, 
Daniel; Langmack, David F 
aemedoped 


Downs, Lloyd; Hays, George L.; Keadle, 
Floyd E.; Miner, R. 1.; Rhiner, L. R. 
Honorary 


Brisbane, Arthur; Greene, Dr. 
Kelly, Hon. Clyde; Rogers, Will. 


* Apprentice Member. 
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FOR THE 


sen, and Captain Hugh Coleman. 


FLASH! A WINNER 


(Continued from Page 2, Col. 4) 


tor bill,” or, “I can get that jal- 
lopy now and no more waiting for 
busses from one to six,” or ‘‘We 
are moving out of that tent in the 
captain’s backyard as soon as the 
WLB approves it,’ were some of 
the comments. My copilot is going 


to give up that joint with the 
“three-holer,” and especially now 
with winter here. Seriously, the 
morale of the entire pilot group 


has jumped quite a few pegs be- 
of the mutual agreement 
reached without going to the Na- 
tional Mediation Board. 
But Don’t Call Me Parson 

I personally hope that American 
and all other air lines realize how 
important it to the morale of 
the pilots to do everything within 
reason to keep in effect an equit- 
able and satisfactory pilot con- 
tract. The pilot’s attitude and his 
potential selling ability, not only 
to the public but to the entire or- 
ganization’s personnel, can be of 
100% cooperation and enthusiasm 
when he is certain that the com- 
pany respects his efforts to keep a 
mutually workable contract in ef- 
fect at all times. If there is hedg- 
ing, sidetracking, or obvious stall- 
ing evident, entire company 
and industry suffer, for it is the 
pilot who reflects upon the outside 
world his interest, enthusiasm, and 
countenance, and promulgates or- 
ganizational goodwill and public 
confidence. The morale on Ameri- 


cause 


is 


the 


can is up. Let’s show our good 
faith by promoting American Air- 
lines, not only in our actions 
and discussions while away from 
our jobs but among ourselves. 
There are a lot of swell guys in 


this outfit and if we’d just get to 
know them better and understand 
their problems, too, I don’t believe 
we would find muth to gripe 
about. Think it over. Amen and 
hallelujah, brethren! (I'll hire a 
pulpit next time, but don’t call 
me parson.) 
Talk about Hitting the Jackpot 
FLASH! 
jackpot! ‘Winner’ Wes 
has a new set of twins 


Carroll 
at his 


Talk about hitting the | 
|contacts as well. Flight personnel | 





Are you wearing an ALPA 
emblem? If you aren’t, you cer- 
tainly should be. Available at 
Headquarters for 50c_ each. 
“EMBLEMIZE” now. 

















—United Air Lines Photo 

They left no visible trails in Alaskan skies, but the job done by United Air Lines ground and 
flight personnel in maintaining military aerial supply routes through the northern territory will remain for 
always an indelible record of high courage, loyalty, perseverance, and achievement. On the left is a typi- | 
cal flight crew of UAL, which chalked up more than 5,000,000 miles of flying in Alaska for the Air Trans- 
port Command. They are (lI. to r.) Flight Radio Operator J. B. Smithers, First Officer M. A. Christen- 


On the right is John M. Hodgson, their boss man, who supervised 
operations on the Alaskan Division flown by United for the ATC. Hodgson is a thirteen-year veteran of 
United’s flight operations staff. His Alaskan operation boys say much 


house. What a time adjusting the 


bets, for some were for “fillies” 
and some were opposite. Either 
way, Wes wins the pot. A new 


handball player has crept into our 
midst at El Paso—yeah, man, one 
First Officer Frank Corpis from 
PS. He trimmed the pants off 
“Wolf” Swanson (gruesome, isn’t 
it?). The only guys “‘Swanee” can 
whip now are “Rodger the Lod- 
ger” and ‘Fleener the Weiner,” 
and they are threatening to even 
the score. He was a good teacher, 
but his proteges are winding up. 
Captain Don Young has been seen 
limping around with a broken toe. 
He looked like Andrews last year 
on a few trips. 

Their Blood Was Thin as Ink 

Well, freeze my knots, if ‘“‘Wild 
Irishman” O’Hara and Dick Kauf- 
man didn’t arrive home in “God’s 
Country” again—this time to stay. 
Their California blood was as thin 
as writing ink, and they needed a 
string for personal belongings so 
they sent them home. Welcome, 
gripers! 

The council has had_ several 
meetings with our Acting Chief 
Pilot Russ Arden, and that office 
is doing a bang-up job of pilot- 


company cooperation. Captain 
“Pop” Warner is back from the 
Atlantic Division to visit his wife 


and daughter over the holidays. 
He combed the ice out of his beard 
before leaving for “Sunny (but 
wet) California.” 
What a Sensation! 

Captain “Pistol” Pete Volcheff 
was seen taking out his first left 
side trip in December. He really 


believes in Santa Claus now. His 
only remark was—‘Kee-e-rist, 
what a sensation!” 


And He Stuck in His Nose 
FLASH! Speaking of Christmas, 


American really pulled off a ball} 


at the Roosevelt Hotel in Holly- 
wood on the night of December 
23. Your reporter covered the 
event according to your best in- 
terests as well as his own. Seen 
there were our genial “Chief” 
Stotts making the rounds from ta- 
| ble to table and Acting Assistant 
Chief Ted Melden keeping up his 
|were in evidence all over the 
| place. Captain Johnny Jones and 
his wife dropped in from New 
| York and foreign operations to 
party. Apparently, spam agrees 
with Johnny for he has gained a 
few pounds. 


| lend a continental flavor to the| 


(all good) about him. 

taped up (the “Rinso White” 
finger). Captain Dick Kaufman 
and his lovely blonde wife were 
buzzing around, and the Lee Wil- 
liamses arrived late. Dotty Thomas 
Was spreading her usual good 
cheer and (for the benefit of the 
ladies) wore a dream-blue gown, 
draped, and cut just right. The 
Bob Eitners and Vic Kunzes were 
sipping cokes, and the newly-wed 
Poormans left early (don’t know 
why they even bothered to drive 
over). Captain Reynolds and his 
wife watched Al K. Hall and Au- 
leen Herlan jitterbug. Say, can he 
“jit,” whoopee! Almost lost my 
uppers on that one! Steve Germek 
and Swanson wolfed my wife, and 
I just stuck my nose into every- 
body’s business looking for news. 
“Ike” Golding and “Sleepy” Cop- 
page were there with their ‘“‘bet- 
ter halves.”” Herb Schmidt with 





A RARE SHOT 


For t 
(Continued from Page 1, Col. 1) 


Rend 


| able life. Oh yes, facts are stub- 





| born things and time is fast and 


relentless in its flight. In passing 


|from 1944 to 1945, the throttles 


of the activities of the Air Line 


', | Pilots Association were never even 


permitted to get near cruising 


' | position. They were kept, as usual, 


| full out, wide open, and down in 
|the corner. The manifold pres- 
sure never fluttered from maxi- 
| mum. 

| ALPA’s 1945 Activities 

| Begin on Braniff 

| ALPA’s 1945 activities got un- 
|der way with an employment- 
|amending conference on Braniff 
| Airways which started on January 
| 2 and extended through January 4. 
Representing the pilots were David 
|L. Behncke and J. C. Christie of 
| ALPA; M. W. Sellmeyer, execu- 
| tive councilman and one _ of 
ALPA’s new  vice-presidents— 
Count V. P. is the title and Sell- 
meyer is the name; W. H. Dame- 
ron, executive councilman; F. R. 
Schmidt, reserve pilot; O. M. Huff, 
| first pilot; and R. J. Reuss, senior 
| copilot representative, all of Coun- 
|cil No. 42. T. E. Braniff, presi- 
|dent; R. C. Schrader, vice-presi- 
dent, operations; H. C. Thurman, 
company counsel; M. Harrison, 
personnel director; and R. V. 


that tall, dark, lovely Miss Stanley 
—wow! George Patten, the tallest 
and handsomest man there looked 
down on the crowd, while every- 
one did the rhumba and your re- 


porter almost threw himself out 
of joint (any reference to the 
Roosevelt is purely accidental). 


“Doctor” Bud Kraemer was trying 


|to sell everyone his new heat 
treatment. Jim Jewell watched the 
festivities moodishly, as he was 


thinking about his 25-hour check 
starting the next day. The Frank 
Averill’s were in there pitching 
while Captain Merle “Bring ’Em 
Back Any Old Way” Buck beat it 
out eight to the bar in the “Cow- 
song” bank. Anyway, it was loud. 
There were stewardesses galore, 
flight superintendents, and ground 
personnel, all joining in the old 
AA spirit (at 75c a _ throw). 
Thanks, American, and let’s have 
more of them. By the way, there 
was a lot of smooching going on, 
and I collected my share but 
legally. P. S. Bart Cox wasn’t 
there, as he was trying to regain 
strength after riding a train from 


the Air Line Pilots Association 
Convention. 

Resolutions: attend all ALPA 
meetings, sell ourselves on our 


outfit and people, buy War Bonds, 
and keep ’em flying to victory. 


TWA Pilots—Problems 


_Three 


Carleton, chief pilot, spoke for the 
company. The achievements of this 
conference were nothing to write 
home about. The negotiations stale- 
mated and soon deadlocked. The 
services of the National Mediation 
Board were invoked on January 
1945. 
Complications Develop on TWA 
While Messrs. Behncke and 
Christie were in Dallas negotiat- 
ing with Braniff, complications de- 
veloped on Transcontinental & 
Western Air. A number of months 
ago, TWA removed its old Boeing 
Stratoliners from its interconti- 
nental ocean operations and sent 
them to the Boeing Aircraft Com- 
pany for extensive remodeling and 
revision. For a. long time, very 
little could learned about the 
extensiveness of this remodeling 
and reconstruction, and_ there 
were many rumors. ALPA made 
numerous attempts to find out 
something about what this equip- 
ment would be like when it came 


25, 


be 


from the Boeing Aircraft Com- 
pany, but nothing definite was 
learned until around the first of 


1945, 
TWA’s Newly Rebuilt Boeings 
to Gross 55,000 Lbs. 

It seems that this remanufac- 
tured Boeing air line equipment 
will be around 10,000 pounds 
heavier than the old Boeing 
Stratoliners which had a _ gross 
weight of 45,000 pounds. The 
reconstructed Boeing SA307B-1 
will weigh full gross in the 
neighborhood of 55,000 pounds. It 
will have new model wings, new 


model motors, remodeled tail sec- 
tion, and will be stripped of its 
sleeping plane and cabin super- 


charged appurtenances. In fact, it 
will, in reality, be a new airplane 
in an entirely different weight 
classification. The seating capacity 
will be increased from 33 to 38, 
and its cargo carrying limitations 
will be appreciably increased. It is 


currently being put through its 
paces by the Flight Engineering 
and Factory Inspection Division 
of the Civil Aeronautics Adminis- 
tration to determine whether or 
not it will meet the new Civil 
Air Regulations Parts 04 and 


61 for new air line transport (T 
category) requirements. First, it 
was rumored that the Boeings 
would be ready for operation in 
the company’s regular domestic 
air line service around the first of 
1945. Later, apparently, this date 
was supposedly established def- 
initely as March 1, 1945. Now the 
company feels it will be fortunate 
to have this new equipment in op- 
eration by the first of May, 1945. 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 
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WE’VE ALL HEARD A LOT ABOUT AIR-BORNE ARMIES, BUT IT’S 
, HARD TO VISUALIZE HOW AND WHERE THEY LAND. THE PIC- 
Captain Gene Seal) TURE REFLECTS A GOOD IDEA OF HOW IT’S DONE AND WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT. THEY 


was there with his fractured finger| LOOK LIKE A FLOCK OF LOCUSTS, DON’T THEY, DOWN THERE ALL OVER THE PLACE. 
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Delaying Tactics 


(Continued from Page 3, Col. 5) 
Many Boeing SA307B-1 
Salary Conferences with TWA 


TWA pilots and copilots have 
formally approached their com- 








pany under the provisions of the 
Railway Labor Act on January 4, | 
1945, to negotiate new rates of | 
pay and related working condi- | 
tions for this greatly rebuilt, much | 
larger equipment. A letter was| 
sent to the company on January | 
4, 


307B-1 amendment conferences | 
were held in Kansas City on Janu- 
ary 9, 10, 11, and 12. Others fol- 
lowed in Washington, D. C., Janu- 


ary 25 and 26; and in Kansas City | 


on January 30. 
Company Stalls—Controversy | 
Turned Over to NMB 


| 
To date, no progress has been 


made due to the delaying tactics 
and petty bickerings practiced by | 
the company, causing direct nego- 
tiations between the company and 
pilot conferees to be void of all 
progress towards a settlement. The 
matter was turned over to the 
National Mediation Board on Jan- 
uary 16, 1945. Since that time, 
the Board has assigned one of its 
members, Judge Frank P. Doug- 
lass, to act as mediator. 
Premediation Conference 
in Washington 

A premediation conference was 
held in Washington on January 25 
and 26, over which Senior Na- 
tional Mediation Board Member 
George A. Cook presided. Again, 
no progress was made, and the 
reasons were the same—princi- 
pally that the company conferees 
were not vested with the proper | 
authority by their company to ne- 
gotiate the rates of pay and relat- | 
ed working conditions covering | 
the newly rebuilt and greatly en-| 
larged SA307B-1 Boeing equip- 
ment. Just how all this will end is} 
conjecture, but there is little ques- | 
tion but what it will be forthwith | 
settled. 
TWA Anxious to Get Started 

A part of this affair worthy of 
note is the fact that the company 
was, at the beginning, very anxi-| 
ous to get into negotiations with 
the pilots and their representative, 
the Air Line Pilots Association. 


-REMEMBER HIM? 


Good old ‘‘Red.”” How could we 
ever forget him? He’s not the type 
of fellow whom people forget— 
no, sir-ree. Everybody remembers 
“Red” and they all miss him an} 
awful lot. Once there was gloom 
among the air line pilots. He was 
reported missing but not for long. 
“Red’s” like that, just a bit too| 
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LT. COL. HARRY L. CLAR | 


tough to stay missing. Colonel | 
Harry L. Clark in civil life is an| 
American Airlines pilot and a top-| 
notch ALPA member. He was one | 
of the conferees who made the} 
first air line pilots’ employment | 
agreement. This historical docu-| 
ment was signed on May 15, 1939. | 


A public relations release from | 








1945, officially initiating these | ] 
negotiations. The first Boeing SA-| 


| them 


“WIGHTY Ni 


~~ 








and Purser S. F. Fox. 


When formal negotiations were 
officially initiated under the pro- 
visions of the Railway Labor Act 
and actually started, the company 
immediately lapsed into a time- 
consuming line of procedure and, 
at the same time, inferred that 
things were being held up by the 
pilot conferees which is, of course, 
incorrect as the facts in the case 
clearly indicate. 


| AA Cuts Meal Expenses 


of Its Pilots 


Aside from all of the Janu- 
ary activities centering around 
|the newly remodeled SA307B-1 


equipment, this month’s calendar 
of ALPA representing activities 
was extremely crowded. Early 
during January, trouble developed 
on American Airlines when this 
company abruptly cut the meal 
expenses of its pilots in violation 
of an understanding it had with 
that such meal expenses 
would not be cut. This controversy 
quickly entered more _ serious 


ing general of the India-China 
Wing, Air Transport Command. 

Colonel Clark deputy wing 
commander in charge of opera- 
tions in the eastern division. As 
captain with American Airlines, 
Clark logged some 7,000 hours. He 
was a pilot on the Chicago-Indian- 
apolis-Cincinnati-Philadelphia-New 
York route. 

He attended the University of 
Illinois for two and a half years 
prior to 1930 when he took pilot 
training at the Army Air Force 
Flying school at San Antonio, 
Texas. On completion of the 
course, he obtained a reserve com- 
mission. He entered active duty as 
a captain on April 29, 1942, and 
four days later was promoted to 
major. He was advanced to lieu- 
tenant colonel on April 1, 1943. 

On completion of his flight 
training in 1930, he served for a 
year and a half with the Third 
Attack Group, AAF, at Galveston, 
Texas. He flew for the Paramount 
Airlines in 1932 and was company 
commander in the CCC from 1933 
to 1936 when he started flying for 
American Airlines. 

He holds the rating of senior 
military pilot and has more than 


is 


1,000 Army flying hours to his 
credit. He has flown over the 
North Burma “Hump” of the 


Himalayan Mountain nine times. 
The “Hump” has become famous 


% 


stages. All of the AA pilots and 
copilots are unalterable in their 
position that their former away- 
from-home meal expenses should 
retroactively reinstated. The 
indications are that some 
of approach will soon be deter- 
mined to end this controversy. 
ALPA Attends Idlewild Site 
Airport Hearing in Washington 
Along about the middle of Janu- 
ary, the old fight of long duration 
centering around whether the run- 
way layout of New York’s new 
gigantic Idlewild Site Airport 
should be constructed according 
to the so-called tangential runway 


be 


: GOING, BOYS,” SAID THE GENERAL . . . 


. . . whereupon he took five shiny new AIR MEDALS and pinned same on all five of the proud crew mem- 
| bers of TWA’s Intercontinental Division who, while on temporary active duty with the U. S. Army Air 
Forces, few FDR to the Teheran conference. L. to r.: General Harold L. George, ATC Commander, Cap- | 
tain Otis F. Bryan, First Officer R. F. Brown, Navigator J. G. Cusing, Radio Operator T. F. Wardlow, 
The occasion of the presentation was saddened by the absence of Ray Durst, one 
of TWA’s top-notch flight engineers, who wa: lost on a recent flight homeward fro 


avenue | 


plan or the conventional parallel | 


runway plan was revived. The his- 
tory of this fight is long, bitter, 


| and varied, with the air line pilots 


on one hand taking the stand that 

















headquarters of the India-China | 4; the route of the Air Transport 
Wing of the Air Transport Com-| Command planes which fly vital 
mand has quite a bit to say about | military supplies and personnel to 
Colonel “Red.” The release: | troops in China for use against the 
Lieutenant Colonel Harry: L.| Japanese. Natural perils of the 
Clark, American Airlines pilot for| flying route are augmented by 
six years before he entered active| constant threat of enemy attack 
service in the Army, has been/on unarmed planes. 
promoted according to an an-} Colonel Clark’s wife, Coronal, 
announcement by Brigadier Gen-| makes her home in Manhasset, L.I. 
eral Thomas O. Hardin, command-| New York. 


CORRECTION 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOEL L. 
CROUCH, A UNITED AIR LINES 
PILOT ON MILITARY FURLOUGH, 
FLYING WITH THE TROOP CAR- 
RIER COMMAND WITH THE ARM- 
ED FORCES IN FRANCE, WRITES 
AS FOLLOWS: 

“The article in the June, 1944, 
issue of the AIR LINE PILOT 
had to do with Troop Carrier 
pathfinder operations in the in- 
vasion of France and an air line 
pilot who happened to be me. 
You quoted an article from a 
Hearst correspondent that I had 
led the Troop Carrier air-borne 
invasion of Sicily. That much of 
the statement is incorrect. On 
the night in question, two air 
line pilots flew in the lead air- 
planes. They were Colonel 
Willis Mitchell, American, and 
Colonel Dick Petty, United. In 
fairness to all concerned and 
for the accuracy of the record 
and your reporting, I think that 
this should be brought to the 
attention of your readers. Their 
friends would like to know this 
fact if they have not already 
been so advised.” 

COLONEL CROUCH IS OBVIOUS- 
LY A MODEST FELLOW AND DOES 
NOT WISH CREDIT FOR SOME- 
THING THAT HE DIDN’T DO; HOW- 
EVER, THE ERROR WAS EXTREMELY 
SLIGHT. HE DIDN’T FLY ON THE 
NIGHT IN QUESTION BUT HE DID 
FLY ON THE FOLLOWING NIGHT, 
AND WE IMAGINE THAT IN THE 
INTERIM THE BULLETS DIDN’T 
GET ANY SOFTER. 

IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE 
THAT COLONEL WILLIS MITCHELL 
AND COLONEL DICK PETTY WERE 
IN THE LEAD SHIPS ON THE 0C- 
CASION OF THE SICILIAN INVA- 
SION. THE AIR LINE PILOTS CON- 
GRATULATE ALL THREE OF YOU. 
THEY ARE ALL VERY PROUD TO 
BE ASSOCIATED WITH BRAVE MEN. 











|}ever the CAA Administrator de-| 


|ministrator Wright, he immediate- | 


| Washington 


| J. M. Pincomb, Council No. 52,| 





| “Little Flower” Affords 


| But, if it is one of those Solomon- 


TOMBSTONE 
“DIGGIN’S” 


In your frequent trips through 
the neighborhood graveyards, we 
imagine that you have chanced 
upon quite a few tombstone in- 
scriptions which proved of great 
interest. 

In the whirl of current events, 
have you ever stopped long enough 
to glance ahead and meditate upon 
a fitting epitaph for yourself? We 
fear that you haven’t, sooooo out 
of the kindness of our hearts we 
have condescended to favor a few 
of the pilots of MCA with what 
we consider fitting epitaphs. 


In memory of— 


JOSEPH W. NEUMAN 

“Skinny Joe” Neuman’s greatest 
error 

Was trying to fly that “Twin- 
tailed Terror.” 

The yoke was close, the cockpit 
small, 

A brand new girdle solved it all. 

GUY H. SCULL 

|I lie here dead and slowly rot. 

| Holy mackerel! Where’s my 

| “not?” 

| Many a meal it held for me; 

| Pll lend it to my family tree. 
FREDERICK C. De LOSH 

Here lies the body of Frederick C., 

Whose varied life was filled with 

glee; 

A connoisseur was he of cokes, 

’Tis but for water now he pines. 

ALFE J. JASTER 

Beneath this sod, buried deep, 

| The bones of “Little Al” are 
placed. 

Of “vita-pills” he ate too much; 

| His corset was too tightly laced. 

RALPH G. FRANCIS 

Ashes to ashes and dust to dust, 

My heart full of love did finally 
bust. 

The sun is dim; the moon is black, 

For I loved ten, and they didn’t 
love back. 
WILLIAM A. PICKERING 


A word from one whose name was 
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the runways on Idlewild should be 
parallel and the air carriers on 
the other taking the position that 
they should be tangential. 
New York Transfers 
Idlewild Fight to CAA 

Finally, the City of New York 
turned the controversy over to| 
Administrator T. P. Wright of the 
Civil Aeronautics Administration 
for final determination. New 
York’s fiery little mayor, Fiorello 
H. LaGuardia, said, in effect, “I’m 
sick of this endless wrangling and 
bickering between the company 
proponents of the tangential run-| 


way airport plan i the air line Be,” 
ay airport plan and tne air Ne| To those whose thirst begets them 
pilot proponents of the parallel still— 


runway airport plan, and what- 


Please live now and grow on H2o 
And stay away from “licker,” 


cides, will be all right with the|5q/./., if you don’t, to Hell you'll 


City of New York.” When this| 


0, 
problem was turned over to Ad-| Aad Fil Ke More and snicker 


ly made plans for a hearing in| “We know that those concerned 
and invited the air|are greatly pleased with what has 
carriers’ representatives and the|been written about them,” said 
Air Line Pilots Association to par-| Scribe Frederick C. De Losh, 
ticipate, together with all other| MCA-Minneapolis, Council No. 46, 
interested parties. This hearing! author of these epitaphs. “If they 
took place on January 20 in/desire to accept and use these 
Washington, D. C. and speaking| works of art soon, we would appre- 
for ALPA were A. F. Foster,| ciate a slight fee as a recompense 
Council -No. 2, TWA-New York;/for our time and trouble.” 


a LATE NEWS 


The Idlewild Airport Runway} (Continued from Page 1, Col. 5) 
Plan Hearing proved to be a ra-| — 
ther spirited exchange of ideas|0n active duty be returned to their 
and everyone got everything off | civilian employment to relieve the 
his chest about why he felt the| growing pilot shortage” is a ques- 
Idlewild scheme of runways should | tion being studied in Washington. 
be tangential or why he felt it|The pilots think yes—at least 
should be parallel. CAA Adminis- | Some. 
trator Wright did an excellent job 
of presiding over the meeting but, | J t 
everything considered, it was little | e€ 

There are many rumors but 
very little concrete information 


more than just another airing of 

opinions in this intensive con- 

troversy. about the development and per- 
formance of jet propulsion planes. 
The Army is currently carrying on 





UAL-New York; W. P. Person, 
Council No. 22, AA-New York; 
and ALPA’s President Behncke. 

Idlewild Airport Hearing } 

















Touch of Humor 
A touch of humor was added at 





. service tests of jet propulsion 
the end of the hearing when New| planes in Alaska under Arctic 
8 ee ical . *43 . 
York’s Commissioner of Docks | conditions after desert trials un- 
and Airports, John McKenzie, | der extreme heat conditions. 


read a statement from Mayor La-| 

Guardia, which, in effect, was, “I! ,.. 
hope that the Civil Aeronautics | Bird 
Administration will make a de-| . , 
cision in this matter soon and, | Captain Fructuoso Perez Suarez 
whatever it is, the City of New | °f Companile Mexicana de Avia- 
York will be governed thereby. |!" 2 Pan American Airways af- 
»_|filiate, had a puzzling experience 
like decisions with a lot of ifa, | one night recently while flying a 
ands, and buts, I will, myself |PAA Clipper at 6,000 feet be- 
make a final decision which wil] | tween Punta Penasco and Hermo- 
rare : ‘1, | sillo, Mexico. The cabin windshield 
be that the runways at Idlewild | Silo, Mexico. The cabin windshiel< 
will be constructed parallel. Al-| was shattered, and the remains of 
though my reputation isn’t one of | ©, — — phe the ‘ociang 
conservatism, I’m getting old and| V@Pt@!n ee: eee 
: ie ate 7 + yhat kind of birds fly at 6,000 

quite conservative.” <A decision | ¥ hg : 
| feet above sea. level in the dead of 

(Continued on Page 5, Col. 1) |! night. 
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NEW SHADOW COMPASS 
Illustrated are two views of a new compass development. Work- 
ng on the same principle as the sun dial, this new Boeing-developed 


Shadow Compass is now installed in all Flying Fortresses to check | 
Mounted in the plane’s | 


variations of the airplanes’ other compasses. 
istrodome, the shadow pin in the center of the compass (left) throws 
a shadow which is interpreted to give the airplane’s true heading. 
Carlyle A. Crecelius (right), instrument technician, takes a reading 
from inside the fortress astrodome. 

In calibrating any of the navigational compasses in flight, the fol- 
owing procedure is followed. The airplane is held on a stabilized 
heading using the directional gyro or auto pilot. At a given signal, 
yoth the shadow pin compass readings and the readings of the compass 
yeing checked are recorded. The readings are recorded continuously 





hoto 


—Acme 


At exactly the middle of the recording | 


for a one-minute period. ; 
period, the exact time and the exact position of the airplane are record- 


ed by a special coordinator. The coordinator usually sits in the bombar- | 
dier’s seat and also gives the signals for data recording to begin and | 


to end. This procedure is repeated on each 15 degree interval head- 
ings for 360 degrees. 


airplane is calculated from the sun’s azimuth and the shadow pin read- 
ings, and 
termined. 

This compass has given very satisfactory results both for ground 
ind flight calibrations. Correlation of data obtained during numerous 
tests shows the instrument to have an overall accuracy of better than 
plus or minus 4 
be favorably received by all air line pilots. 


PLASTIC FOR AIRCRAFT 

wood veneer, treated in various ways and formed by 
various methods. into complex 
shaped surfaces and aircraft parts, 
has constituted the bulk of the so- 
called plastic or molded parts and 
assemblies used by the aircraft 
industry. 

The objects resembling paper- 
mache in the photograph are some 
partially completed tail fillets for 
airplanes which, when heated and 
compressed in a mold, become a 
smooth and tough material. It is 
claimed the weight ratio is only 
half as much as the aluminum al- 
loy material used in the major por- 
tion of today’s aircraft. This new 
material is the product of five 
years of joint research at the Mel- 
lon Institute of Industrial Research 
and the Westinghouse Research 
Laboratories. Now being further 
». experimented and developed by 
w=" Westinghouse, aircraft parts and 
tic material will probably be avail- 


Heretofore, 










ussemblies made from this new plas 








—— | 
(Continued from Page 4, Col. 4) | being unavoidably detained by 
will be forthcoming from Admin- | other Association activities. He 
istrator Wright on this question | was In constant touch by long dis- 
early during February, 1945. | tance telephone | with the pilot 
ALPA’s Actwiies incranandl | crash representatives and sent the 
lis ah Aastiand | following wire to AA Pilots’ Local 

January activities were further | Council No. 31 crash representa- 
nereased by another bad accident | tive, D. E. Philip: SORRY THAT 
which occurred on American Air-| 1 AM UNABLE TO BE PRES- 
ENT WITH YOU AT THE CAB 








lines near Burbank, California, on 


. . 4.” | INVESTIGATION OF THE LAT- 
January 10, 6945. The air line} — is 2 ‘ 
ati sai cmaamlail at the sub-| od AMERICAN AIRLINES 
sequent investigation by ALPA’s| CRASH WHICH IS _ BEING 


art Cox| HELD TODAY. PLEASE INDI- 


Regional Vice-President B 


The individual heading readings are averaged | 
for both compasses for more precise results. The true heading of the | 


the correction for the compass being checked is then de- | 


degree. The accuracy claimed for this compass will | 


IN JANUARY, A FLOCK OF GRIEVANCES 


| (Continued from Col. 2, this page) 


|TELL THE INVESTIGATORS 
| THAT WE CAN SIT AROUND 
| AND SPEND OUR TIME AND 
MONEY AND THE GOVERN- 
MENT’S TIME AND MONEY 
TRYING TO FIGURE OUT 








WHAT WENT WRONG IN 
|EACH ONE OF THE MANY 
| UNFORTUNATE ACCIDENTS 


THAT HAVE OCCURRED 
AROUND THIS AIRPORT BUT 
IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS IT’S | 
THE LOCATION OF THIS AIR-| 


PORT THAT’S THE REAL} 
CAUSE. THE ONLY WAY TO 
STOP ACCIDENTS AT AND| 


AROUND THIS AIRPORT IS TO 
ABANDON IT AND GO TO A 


FIELD SUCH AS MINES 
WHICH IS MORE OPEN AND 


|FAR MORE SUITED FOR AIR 
|LINE OPERATION. THIS 
|SHOULD BE DONE NOT AT 
|SOME INDEFINITE TIME IN 
|THE FUTURE BUT AT ONCE 
| BEFORE MORE HUMAN LIVES 
| ARE NEEDLESSLY SACRI- 
| FICED. 

| Dickerman and Kilgore 

Go to Bat with Delta 


The activities of the Associa- 


“ | tion’s grievance department, nor- 


mally not too active, flared into 
an unprecedented burst of activi- 
ties during January which was 
indeed phenomenal. The first day | 
of January found the grievance 
department converging on Atlanta 
from two directions; Mr. W. P. 
Kilgore from Chicago and Mr. J. 
M. Dickerman from Washington. 
On January 2 and 3, they went to 
bat with Delta Air Corporation on 
behalf of Copilot Cerf Hirsch who 
was discharged from the company 
on December 8, 1944. This affair 





|has, right from the beginning, 
| been besieged with irregularities. 
|The first session of the _ initial | 


hearing on the Hirsch case under 
|the Delta pilots’ working agree- 
|;ment was held on December 21, 
1944. The second and third ses- 
;sions of the initial hearing took 
place on January 2 and 3. 

| C&S Fails to Live up to 

| Section 2 (f) 

On January 5, an appeal hear- 
ing was held on Chicago and 
Southern Air Lines, relating to 
the company’s failure to comply | 
with Section 2 (f) in the C&S} 
| pilots’ employment agreement, | 
| which reads as follows: “Section 2 | 
| (f): ‘Day flying’ means all flying | 
| between the hours 6:00 a. m. and} 


16:00 p. m. Standard Time, and | 


| case on October 





tween 6:00 p. m. and 6:00 a. m. | 


Standard Time.” 


sented the pilots. Everything went 
smoothly until the end when the| 
company’s legal sharpshooters 
tried to discredit Chairman 
Brfdges in cross examination. The 
record indicates that this availed 
them nothing, and Chairman 
Bridges’ reputation as a scrapper 
is still intact. 
A Good Case Made for 
Colonel Munson 

While this was going on, John 
M. Dickerman, ALPA counsel and 
Washington representative, was 
busy in Chicago with the final 
phases of the famous United Air 
Lines Guglielmetti-Munson 
The Munson hearing was held by 
the UAL Pilots’ System Board of 
Adjustment on January 8, 9, and 


cases. 


10 at the Stevens Hotel in Chi- 
cago. The company Board mem- 
bers were P. M. Willcox, vice- 


president, administrative, and W. 
J. Addems, director of flight ope- 
rations. The pilot members were 
Sidney J. Nelson of Council No. 
34, UAL-San Francisco and Orvis 
M. Nelson of the same council, 
and ALPA’s first vice-president. 
Guglielmetti-Munson Cases 

Kept Alive Since 1937 


Former UAL Pilots John A. 
Guglielmetti and Homer C. Mun- 
son were discharged from the 


United Air Lines on or about No- 
vember 23, 1937. At the time, there 
was no employment agreement in 
effect and, consequently, no mach- 
inery had been established to settle 
disputes. The Guglielmetti-Munson 
cases, kept alive ever since 1937, 
were finally brought to final hear- 
ings in Chicago, the Guglielmetti 
27, 1944, and the 
Munson case on January 12, 1945. 
Colonel Munson had, in the interim, 
gone to work for Inland Air Lines, 
from which position he is on mili- 
tary leave of absence with the Air 
Forces where he has risen to the 
rank of lieutenant colonel. Colonel 
Munson stationed at Bolling 


is 


| Field, Washington, D. C., and is 
| the 


personal pilot for General 
George C. Marshall, chief of staff, 
U. S. Army. Witnesses for Mun- 
son were Major William 
Barnes, USAAF; Captain Robert 
E. Coulter, UAL; Lt. Col. Robert 
V. Garrett, USAAF, 
chief pilot for Inland; and Captain 
Frederick W. Wahl, _§ Inland. 


formerly | 


Against him were Captain Walter | 





UAL, formerly director of flying; 


Chairman T. S.| and Lt. Col. C. C. Coppin, USAAF, 
Bridges of Council No. 48 repre-| formerly 


superintendent of fly- 
ing. It was conceded that a very 
good case was made for Colonel 
Munson, and it is hoped that a 
fair and reasonable decision will 
be made. John A. Guglielmetti 
was awarded $10,000 by the UAL 
Pilots’ System Board of Adjust- 
ment. 
ALPA’s Scene of Action 
Shifts to Kansas City 

On January 10, the scene of 
action for ALPA’s grievance de- 
partment shifted to Kansas City 
to the Willis E. Kline case. Kline, 
a first pilot on TWA, was dis- 
charged on November 1, 1944. 
Willis E. Kline is the kid brother 
of Otis Kline, a well-known vet- 
eran UAL pilot. The members of 
the TWA Pilots’ System Board of 
Adjustment hearing this case 
were: Representing the company 
—W. N. Gorham, executive assist- 
ant, executive staff, and Frank 
Busch, assistant superintendent of 
operations, ICD. The pilots on the 
Board were A. F. Foster, chair- 
man of the Board and chairman 
of Council No. 2, TWA-New York, 
and veteran air line pilot; Felix 
Preeg of Council No. 24, TWA- 
ICD. Messrs. Dickerman and Kil- 
gore defended Kline. The Board 
went into executive session inter- 
mittently from January 15 
through February 7. No decision 
was reached. It adjourned for 
approximately two weeks and de- 
liberations will again be resumed 
in New York. 
Still One More Grievance 
Case in January 

During the month of January, 
there was still one more grievance 
case which arose from the severe 
penalty assessed against UAL’s 
Pacific Division first pilot, Laurel 
J. Gephart. Gephart had some 
slight altercations with company 
officials about the utilization of a 
certain compartment “B” in the 
aircraft which he was piloting on 
the Pacific from Honolulu to the 
mainland. The penalty assessed 
against Gephart by UAL was the 
transfer to its domestic operation 
and suspension for 90 days with- 
out pay. Due to Gephart’s low 


| seniority number, this would have 


B. | 


made him a copilot. The first hear- 
ing of this case, held in accord- 
ance with the grievance provisions 
of UAL pilots’ working agree- 
ment, took place on the West Coast 
before S. Hall, UAL regional vice- 
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| ‘night flying’ means all flying be- 
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| 
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| 
| 
| 


Eefsen, UAL; Captain R. T. Freng, 


’ 





und Captain D. E. Philip, crash 
epresentative for ALPA’s Coun- 
il No. 31. They were ably assist- 


d by Councilman Paul Carpenter. | 


The outcome of the investigation 
thus far is that the Lockheed Air 
[erminal has been 
the CAA to contact operations. 
ALPA Headquarters in Touch 
with Investigation 

President Behncke was not able 


to be present at the investigation, | 


restricted by | 


|'CATE TO THE INVESTIGA-| 
| TORS THAT IT IS MY OPINION | 
|'AND STRONG RECOMMENDA-| 
|TION AS THE CHIEF SPOKES-| 
|MAN FOR ALL OF THE AIR 
|'LINE PILOTS THAT ALL AIR| 
LINE OPERATION BE FORTH- 
WITH REMOVED FROM THE 
LOCKHEED AIR TERMINAL 
|AT BURBANK AND TRANS- 
FERRED TO MINES FIELD. 


(Continued Col. 3, this page) 











THE FLYING STANTONS 


their father’s footsteps. Lieutenant I. M. Stanton 


an old-time ALPA member. 


-—-TWA Photo 
Captain Stanley T. Stanton (center), pilot for TWA’s Inter- 
continental Division and his two sons, who are following in 


(left), a resident of Platte County, Missouri, is an 
Air Transport Command pilot flying with the ATC out of India. His brother, James, of Clay County, 
Missouri, is a captain flying in the domestic wing for TWA. Seventeen years an air line pilot, Captain 
Stanton has logged more than 2,000,000 miles and- has flown the Atlantic more than 100 times. i 


He is 
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These Ramblings 


By FRED W. WAHL 
Council No. 21, Inland 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 


These are ramblings and other- 
wise from this long-unheard-from 
group, the forgotten men. Inland 
does not exist except in many fond 
memories, and our Western broth- 


| the cokes. Everyone played ball 
ers from Burbank refuse US 1 | and what a game! It surely eased 
the fold as if we’d move there,| tension, and parties are the vogue | 
unless forced, from the land of 


sunshine and dry land. All water 
from our region drains to low 
country causing H2o residents to 
develop web feet every year for 
months and months, while we bask 
in the sunshine and have to keep 
glare out via sunglasses. Raincoats 
are unknown. 

You Guys Don’t Savvy— 

“Eh, Wot?” 


and Otherwise 


| ALPA’er and a firm believer in its 
| principles—seniority is one of 
them. 
Everyone Played Ball and 
What a Game 

Our first introduction to our 
new bosses was through a picnic 
at which the company furnished 


in Cheyenne between company and | 


employees. From picnics, we have 
gone to a bowling league where 
everyone plays, that is, bosses, em- 
ployees, their wives, 
sweethearts, and so forth. We take 
over an entire bowling alley on 
Sunday nights and do we have fun. 
Families get to know each other. 
When you go out on a trip, and 


the wife says, “Who’s your 
Many important matters have) stewardess?”’ And you say, “Jean- 
transpired since this scribe was) nie.” She says, “Oh yeah, we sure 


supplanted for several others who 
used invisible ink and so was again 
elected recently to place our coun- 
cil before the eyes of the fratern- 
ity—this fraternity being one in 
which brotherly love was evidently 
meant for the other fellow. You 
guys don’t savvy—‘eh, wot?” 
Wait till you’re bought out by an- 
other company and try to get to- 
gether with your fellow men on 
seniority. 
that word? Well, it applies to you 
as well as the other fellow and 
works both ways. Remember that. 
Transition Has Been 
Smooth and Pleasant 

We are all proud to belong to 
Western even though accepted by 
others as foster brothers, and our 
relations with our new manage- 
ment have been very congenial. 


Did you ever hear of | 


beat the socks off her and her gang 
while bowling last night. What a 
swell kid.”” Well, enough said. 
Peace and harmony prevail. The 
high light one night was Gano 
spinning in on his face several 
times trying to get those elusive 
strikes. 

Cliff Ensberg and James Selby 
turned over in Selby’s station 
wagon Thanksgiving Day. Ensberg 
is on his back for three months 
now with two cracked vertebrae, 
but he is getting along swell. 
Believe It or Not 

Believe it or not, we finally got 
a Lodestar schedule on Chian- 
Huron in lieu of single-engine, 
one-piloted operation. This run on 
single engine lasted from August 
15, 1942, to November 12, 1944. 
We had a sad misfortune to have 


husbands, | 


WHE 


‘T 
| 
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HE MAN 


N “AVIATION” 





MAGAZINE’S “CLASS A” 


WITH THE TOOL KIT’ MORE GRIEVANCES 


el 


—United Air Lines Photo 
SUCH WAS THE TITLE OF UAL PRESIDENT W. A. PATTERSON’S TALK 


AWARD FOR 1944 


NANCE WAS PRESENTED ON DECEMBER 1, 1944, TO UNITED AIR LINES. 


PATTERSON, IN 


HIS TALK DISCUSSING THE AWARD, STRESSED THE FACT 


THAT “THE MAN WITH THE TOOL KIT” AT STATIONS ALONG UNITED’S 


SYSTEM 


HAD 


MADE THE AWARD POSSIBLE AND 


EXCELLENT MAINTENANCE RECORD OF THE 


COMMENTED UPON THE 
AIR LINE. UNITED’S AWARD 


WAS FOR AIR LINES OPERATING MORE THAN 10,000,000 MILES ANNUALLY. 
AN AWARD FOR LINES OPERATING UP TO 10,000,000 MILES A YEAR WENT 


TO 


CHICAGO 


& SOUTHERN AIRLINES AT MEMPHIS. 


“PAT,” AS HE IS 


Many new changes naturally took| this single-engine operation cost| wore FAMILIARLY KNOWN HIS THOUSANDS OF EMPLOYEES, IS AN 
place; however, the transition has/the life of one swell fellow pilot, yNassumING FELLOW, SMALL OF STATURE AND SEEMING ALMOST FRAIL, 
been smooth and pleasant. Man-| Ralph Burton. This Chian-Huron is| put “Pat” HAS PLENTY BETWEEN HIS EARS. HE ENDEARED HIMSELF 
agement has been fair in easing| flown with layover in Huron so| T0 ALL AIR LINE PILOTS WHEN HE SAID, “AIR LINE PILOTS WILL NEVER 
everyone over to its policies. The|that the pilots can enjoy the| BE A DIME A DOZEN,” AND SOMETHING TO THE EFFECT THAT IF 
boys are always glad to see|world’s best pheasant hunting.) THEY WERE, HE DIDN’T WANT TO BE FLYING ON THE AIR 


Bert Mooney, our new chief pilot 


on the Inland-Western Division, | arsenal with all the shotguns and 

come to town for those very! hunting clothes. What a deal!! Mormon Trek 

friendly and helpful round-table| We arrive in the middle of the What check pilot poached into 
discussions where all gripes and/afternoon and hunt in the eve-|the girls’ room at the 


misunderstandings are usually 
ironed out. No one will ever ap- 
preciate with what apprehension 
such an important event can be 
received than by those involved 


and the feelings in receiving hu- 
man treatment in all flight checks 
by such a swell boss as Bert. In- 
cidentally, Bert was an old-time 


FOR THEM—100 ATLANTIC CRO 






ih 


Our closet looks like a Dillinger 


ning. We’re out in the afternoon 
of the next day which allows about 
3% hours’ hunting that day. This 
has been nicknamed ‘‘The Country 
Club Run.” Who says California? 
Nearly every Western official has 
taken a day or two off in Huron 
from business to try his hand at 
this sport of kings. 


A Modern Version of a 


party and had a line of gals wait- 
Naughty, naughty. 
is trying to stretch 


ing to get in? 


Jim 
his 


kerosene in his converted Model A. 
That parade of Bantams headed to 
the West Coast was Captain Paul 
Jantam 
ness. Some thought it a 1 


SINGS 


Seal 


Bodmer 


two-gallon ration 


going out of 

























The making of this picture was the occasion of the initiating of TWA’s ICD Captains Charles G. 
Fredericks and Frank E. Neiswander as charter members in ICD’S “One Hundred Ocean Crossings Club.” 
They were among the first ICD pilots to complete one hundred crossings. FRONT ROW L. to r.: Cap- 
tain Charles G. Fredericks, Flight Engineer Earl Barsch and Radio Operator Leo Pitts. BACK ROW L. to 
r.: Navigator Earl Korf and Captain Frank Neiswander. Council No. 24’s new scribe, Karl M. Ruppenthal, | 
writes: “The boys took to heart the recent criticism that the scribes for the AIR LINE PILOT were not | 
sufficiently on the ball. Here on Council No. 24, we began to scratch around and found that we hadn’t| 
even appointed a scribe. Since I had a law degree and was presumably an inexhaustible talker and 
writer, the boys named me.” Recently, gripes have been received about the AIR LINE PILOT not run- 
ning enough stuff of current interest about the air line pilots and the air lines. The editor snapped back, | 
“We can’t run it if we don’t get it.” Scribe Ruppenthal came through as did quite a number of others. 
Now, how about the ALPA scribes who didn’t? Anything—pictures, newsletters, humor—let’s keep the 
AIR LINE PILOT news mill hopper full. 


| 


LINES. 


version of a Mormon trek to that 
promised land. 
His Assistants Have 
Failed Him Again 

My assistants have failed me 
again on sending rumors, etc. The 
next issue will start running names 
along with some of the stories, so 
if you want to keep incognito on 
some of the future stories, pro- 
duce and your name will be kept 
confidential, for I have reliable 
sources of information. Give, 
gang, give. 


Colonel! Miller’s 
“Flying Circus” 


The AIR LINE PILOT Decem- 
ber, 1943, issue published a pic- 
ture of Colonel Bill Miller and 
members of his combat crew who 
have chalked up a commendable 
record battling the Japs. Colonel 
Bill is an American Airlines pilot 
on military furlough. Just recent- 
ly, an issue of the “Yank” mag- 
azine, the Army weekly, came 
across ALPA’s editorial desk which 
gave an account of Colonel Bill 
and his boys’ activities. It was 
written by Lieutenant E. H. Radius 
and is reprinted as follows: 

Dear YANK: 

In the May 12 issue of YANK, 
we of the heavy bomb group, 
formerly known as Colonel Miller’s 
Flying Circus, noticed the article 
entitled, “Two Bomber Outfits 
Start Feuding.” After operating 
with both the Jolly Rogers and 





Ken’s Men, we are inclined to 
agree with Ken’s Men that the | 
Jolly Rogers are not the “Best | 
damn heavy bombers in the 
| world.” 

As you know, Colonel Miller’s | 
boys are from the Never-Never 


| Land, and probably it is because 
of that fact that no publicity comes 
our way. But what’s the differ- 
ence? We are 
can we vie for honors with comic- 
strip heroes. We fly without fighter 
cover, our short missions are 


| longer than those flown in Guinea, 


and we take off (with maximum 
loads) and land on strips shorter 
and inferior to those utilized by 
the Jollys or the Kennys. Ho hum, 
we never had it so good. 

Once in a while we have some 
fun. We go down on an enemy air- 
drome and strafe. It may be an 


| | decision of this hearing was ren- 


| 1944. 


MAINTE- | 


no supermen, nor | 


(continued from Page 5, Col. 5) 


president. His decision ob- 
viously not acceptable. 
Gephart Case Appealed 

The appeal hearing in this cas« 
was held in Chicago at the Black- 
| stone Hotel, on January 13, with 
|J. A. Herlihy, UAL vice-president, 
| operations, presiding. Gephart was 
|defended at this hearing by 
| Messrs. Behneke and Kilgore. The 





was 





| dered on January 20, which was 
|that Gephart be returned to the 























| Pacific Division with the penalty | 
suspension | 
| without pay. The decision included } 


|reduced to 60 days’ 


certain conditions and stipulations 


| which were not acceptable to Gep- | 


| hart. The case, more than likely, 


| will be appealed to the UAL pilots’ | 


| System Board of Adjustment. 


1 | Still Another Grievance 


Case During January 

On January 16, there was a 
| grievance case hearing in Dallas, 
| Texas, involving the indefinite de- 


| ferment of check-out to air line} | 


captain status of M. 


G. Miller, } | 


| Braniff Airways copilot. Miller was } | 


| officially advised of this action by 
|the company on December 28, 
Mr. W. P. Kilgore of 
| ALPA’s grievance department de- 
|fended Miller. 


before R. C. Shrader, Braniff 
operations manager, on January 


17 and 19. The witnesses against 
Miller were Captain R. V. Carle- 
ton, chief pilot, and Captain N. A. 
Laurenzana, assistant chief pilot; 
and those who spoke for Miller 
were First Pilots W. A. Stephens, 


L. R. Lowry, and W. E. Stone;/ 


Copilots Dan Gerald, and Regan 
Dixon, all of Council No. 42. 

On January 20, there was an 
appeal hearing on the Cerf Hirsch 
case under the pilots’ 


tion. The Hirsch hearings on Delta 
were presided over by C. R. Cush- 
ing, operations manager, and all 
of his decisions were unsatisfac- 
tory and not acceptable. The case 
is being referred to the Delta 
Pilots’ System Board of Adjust- 


ment. Mr. W. P. Kilgore defended | 


Hirsch. 
Christie Confers with Damon 


On January 16, ALPA Negotia- 


tor J. C. Christie of the employ- ! 
left } 
conferences | 


ment agreement department 
for New York for 
with Ralph S. Damon, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of 
American Airlines. These confer- 
ences related to the interpreta- 


tions of the pilots’ working agree- | 


ment and a number of other un- 
satisfactory conditions of employ- 
ment on this air line. Mr. Christie 
also met with Chairman Gus Konz 
of AA Pilots’ Local 
Council No. 22, New York. He lat- 
er attended a meeting of all the 
pilots of this local council on Jan- 
uary 19 held for the purpose of 
getting at the root of the trouble 
and doing something about it. The 
next day, January 20, Mr. Christie 
met with Mr. Damon. Vice-Presi- 


(Continued on Page 7, Col. 2) 


operative strip, but it makes no 
difference. Perhaps our bombs 
didn’t hit (we are not infallible), 


and we may knock a few fighters | 


out of commission before they 
come up to meet us. You see, we 
have no top cover. 

There’s a rumor circulating in 
camp that some time ago a part of 
the Jolly Rogers were here. We 
hear tell they received some kind 
of an award for going over a par- 
ticular target. That target is a 


| good deal hotter now, and we’re | 


required to go over it with fewer 
planes. Milk run! 

We are proud of dne thing, how- 
ever. We are proud of the forma- 
tion we fly. It’s very nice to see, 
and we think the Nips appreciate 
Many times we see num- 
bers of the little fellas way off in 
the distance debating whether or 
not they should come in closer for 
a better look: at the formation. 

We have a lot to learn about 
combat flying, we admit. We’d like 
to have some of the Guinea heroes 
visit us to teach us how to fly over 
a few of these targets. We're 
eager to learn—send ’em over. 

/s/ Lt. E. H. Radius 


it, too. 





The hearing was | 


working | 
agreement on Delta Air Corpora- } 


Executive | 
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TEN YEARS AGO 
ON THE FRONT PAGE OF 
THE JANUARY, 1935, ISSUE 
OF THE AIR LINE PILOT, 
THERE APPEARED A 
LARGE PICTURE OF PRES- 
IDENT ROOSEVELT. DI- 
RECTLY BENEATH THIS 
VERY GOOD LIKENESS OF 
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
APPEARED THE FOLLOW- 

ING: 
Exce rpt 


message 


President’s 
to Congress on Janu- 


from 


|| ary 31, 1935, concerning report 


of Federal 


sion: 


Aviation Commis- 


“The Commission further recom- 
mends the creation of a tempo- 
rary air commerce commission. In 


| this recommendation, I am unable 





to concur. I believe that we should 
avoid the multiplication of separ- 
ate regulatory agencies in the 
field of transportation. Therefore, 
in the interim, before a perma- 
nent consolidated agency is creat- 
ed or designated over transporta- 
tion a whole, a division of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
can well serve the needs of air 
transportation.” 

Following this was an editorial, 
“Trend of Events,’’ written by 
President Behncke from his hos- 


as 


pital bed where he was recover- 
ing from severe injuries incurred 
in a crack-up on December 21, 
1934, which was described in the 
‘“‘Ten-Year-Ago’’ column of the 
December, 1944, issue of the AIR 
LINE PILOT 

About that time and for many 


months subsequent thereto, a ter- 
rific battle had been raging in 
Washington on the subject of how 
the air line industry should be 
regulated—whether it should re- 
main under the control of the De- 
partment of Commerce or be plac- 
ed under the control of a separate 
government agency completely in- 
dependent, or whether it should 
be placed in a division of the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission 
for air line transportation and 
civil flying. Many favored control 
by the Interstate Commerce Com- 


mission which number included 
President Roosevelt and the Air 
Line Pilots Association. This bat- 


tle was never really settled until 
the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938 
was passed which is the law un- 
der which the industry is today 
operating. Several new laws are 
currently pending to _ further 
amend the Civil Aeronautics Act 
of 1938. In the January, 1935, edi- 
torial, ‘‘Trend of Events,’’ Presi- 
dent Behncke had the following to 
Say: 

‘‘The Air Line Pilots Association 
has been the only source through 
which the collective opinion of the 
pilots could be obtained during the 
hearings held by these agencies. 
Were it not for the Association, 
the pilots would have been entire- 
ly unrepresented. The recommen- 
dations of the operating com- 
panies would have been the only 
source of information available to 
them. During the last six months 
the Association has concentrated 
on the preparation of statistics, 
data, and arguments for presenta- 
tion to these investigating bodies. 
The work has been a tremendous 
one. 

“The reports of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, the Fed- 
eral Aviation Commission, and the 
Co-ordinator of Transportation 
have just been presented to the 
President and to Congress. The 
President’s message to Congress, 
made after he had considered 
these various reports, was thor- 
oughly in line with the recommen- 
dations of the Air Line Pilots As- 
sociation to the investigating com- 
missions. 

The President said: 

‘The (Federal Aviation) 
Commission further  recom- 
mends the creation of a tempo- 
rary air commerce commission. 
In this recommendation, I am 
unable to concur. I believe that 
we should avoid the multipli- 
of separate regulatory 
agencies the field of trans- 
portation. 

‘Therefore, in the interim, 
before a permanent consolidat- 
ed agency is created or desig- 
nated over transportation as a 
whole, a division of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission 
can well serve the needs of air 
transportation. In the granting 
of powers and duties by the 
Congress, orderly government 
calls for the administration of 
executive functions by those 
administrative departments or 
agencies which have functioned 
satisfactorily in the past and, 
on the other hand, calls for the 
vesting of judicial functions in 
agencies already accustomed to 
such powers.’ 

“Legislation to govern air trans- 
portation will doubtless be enact- 
ed shortly. Whether that legisla- 
tion will provide once again for 
the continuance of the industry on 
a temporary basis, or whether it 
will at last place air transporta- 
tion on a firm, stable, and perma- 
nent foundation with adequate 
protection for the pilots and other 
air workers depends to a very 
great extent on the air line pilots, 
as well as on Congress, for the 
pilots are the only group within 
the industry advocating those 
policies leading to stabilization.” 
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| dent Damon said he would go into 
|the grievances 


Mr. 
be 


outlined by 
Christie and see what could 
done to iron out the differences. 

On January 25 and 26, ALPA’s 
agreement depart- 
ment negotiators met in Chicago 
with. American Airlines’ represen- 
namely, Lawyer C. Z. 
German; W. W. Braznell, chief 
pilot; J. Anderson, division chief 
pilot; and E. H. Schlanser, special 
assistant. In addition to Messrs. 
Ulrich and Christie, the pilots 
were represented by Chairman J. 
F. Bledsoe of AA Pilots’ Trans- 
oceanic Council No. 60; W. H. 
Records, AA Pilots’ Master Execu- 
tive Council Chairman; and L. C. 
Dober of Council No. 39, AA- 
Chicago. These conferences relat- 
ed to certain amendments pro- 
posed by the company and the 
Association to the company’s for- 
eign transoceanic operations sup- 
plemental agreement. 
National Negotiations 
Begin on January 31 

On January 30, Messrs. Ulrich 
and Christie left 


Chicago via 
Eastern Air Lines for Jackson- 
ville, Florida, to begin negotia- 


tions with National Airlines on a 
number of amendments proposed 
by the National pilots to this 
company’s’ pilots’ employment 
agreement. These conferences ex- 
tended through January 31 and 
February 1 and 2. Another con- 
ference scheduled for Febru- 
ary 14. At these meetings, the 
company was represented by W. 
I. Denning, company lawyer; E. 
M. Fitch, ATA, director of per- 
sonnel; E. J. Kershaw, vice-presi- 
dent, operations; D. H. Amos, 
assistant vice-president, opera- 
|tions; J. C. Brawner, assistant to 
the president; L. Dymond, chief 
dispatcher; and Harry Parker, 
vice-president, traffic. Speaking 
for the pilots were 
K. J. Ulrich and J. C. Christie of 
ALPA, Chairman H. H. Clark, R. 
| J. Knox, Jean Model, C. H. Ruby, 
I. L. Isbill, David Burch, J. M. 
Gilmour, and R. Z. Peck, all of 
Council No. 8. 
NRLP Approves 4 Amendments 
During the month of January, 
the National Railway Labor Panel 
approved amendments to the fol- 
|lowing pilots’ employment agree- 


is 


| Lines, dated January 12, 1945; 
Colonial Airlines, dated January 
| 8, 1945; Eastern Air Lines, dated 
|January 9, 1945; and Northwest 
| Airlines amendment covering its 
| Aleutian operation, 
ary 9, 1945. Certain of the pro- 
visions in some of these amend- 
ments were questioned by the 
| Panel. Detailed explanations on all 
|these points have been prepared 
and sent to the Panel. 
Nothing to Do but Go Fishing 
Aside from these few scattered 
| happenings, ALPA’s_ executive 
| staff had nothing to do but go 
\fishing. The January activities 
| might be a good place for the 
| “What - do - we - pay - our - dues - 
for?” boys to begin to get their 
second wind. Seriously, Janu- 
ary was a busy month, and no 
fooling. In addition to all of the 
hearings and conferences, there is 
always, of course, all of the re- 
lated spadework that has to be 
done involving an endless amount 
of executive, clerical, and other 


the 101 things left by the 1944 





|mediate action. 
| And So End ALPA’s 


| Doings for January 


| And so end the Association’s ac- 
| tivities for the month of January, 
| 1945. 
| not just around the corner, it’s 
|here. The winter’s bad weather is 
beg us, and we’re all used to it. 
| Our guard is up. Soon the weather 
| will be better, and that’s when 
| we'd all better watch out and not 
|drop our guard of caution. Re- 
|member it’s the out-of-season 
| weather that’s the dangerous 
| weather. We'll be seeing you in 
|the February issue. In the in- 
| terim—TAKE CARE. 


Negotiators | 


ments: Chicago and Southern Air} 


dated Janu-| 


office work. Then, too, there are! 


Convention for Headquarters to| 
do, many of which call for im-| 


The month of February is | 








Lookers, Rookers 


And Hookers | 


By FREDERICK C. De LOSH 
Council No. 46, Mid-Continent 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 








Women are a necessary evil 
who are divided into two distinct 
classes, viz., compoops (intellects) | 






the 
Ailes Pilots 








and nincompoops (nonintellects). 
However, the former is extinct. | 
Physically, they are classed as| 
lookers, rookers, and _ hookers. | 
Lookers have what it takes; rook- 
ers buy what they need to have 
what it takes; and hookers take all 
that they can get. 
Females are subdivided into | 
cl-assy, br-assy, and sa-assy combi- 
nations, and too much of any one | 
thing spells DISASTER. They | 
parade before poor, innocent men | 
as married and unmarried, but | 
only fools and little children could | 
possibly tell them apart. Nice girls | 
act devilish, while eager-beavers | 
act virtuous. | 
You Can’t Win | 
With a few exceptions, they | 
just love flattery but mostly from | 
strange men. If you dish it out in 
gobs, you’re a liar; if you adminis- | 


ter the dose cleverly, you’re a 
“dee-ar;” if you don’t say any- 
thing—? The least you can do is| 


throw in the towel before it be- | 
comes a massacre. 
Mere Man—Poor Thing 
Man, poor thing, can’t always | 
note the finery worn by the love 
of his life—a look at the price | 
often causes faintness and dim- 
ming of the eyesight. Red looks 
red; blue looks red; and when the 
bill is read, the poor guy is in the | 


red. When the beast does note 
|her clothing, he hesitates and 
thoughtfully says, “Ah, a new 
dress.”” If it’s new, she says it’s 


old; if it’s old, she says it’s “raw- | 
ther’ new. Poor boob, how can he 
tell? 
| Parkers are Neither Larkers 
or Sparkers 
Women who date either park or | 
don’t park (ugh, let’s skip the lat- | 
ter). Parkers are either larkers or | 
sparkers. The former squelch your | 
amorous advances by attempts at | 
wit, while the latter kindlé those | 
inner fires and make a sunny day | 
of a blue evening. If you play | 
hard to get, she makes a play for | 
| you; if you play in return, you | 
| get slapped. 
| Figures Don’t Lie 
Steal 
picture, and not too much will be 
| said; steal the gold frame and 
| leave the picture, woe to you! 


| Angry women reduce men to com- | 


/mon denominators; men, angry or 
not, reduce women to figures also. 
|’Tis said that bare figures don’t 
| lie. 

| If you’re young, you’re too 
| young; if you’re old, you’re not 
| young enough. If you’re old, they 
|don’t want you; if you’re bald, 
| they don’t want you. If you’re 
|young and hairy, you’re too 
| young; if you’re young and bald, 
| you’re too old. All you need is the 
| Fountain of Youth, Father Time, 
| Se world with a fence around it, 
and some potent hair tonic. 

| Docile and Peaceful, 

Sweet and Serene—Oh Yeah 

| If you sport an account, you’re 
| some account; if you don’t, you’re 
| a no account. Most women are like 
| wolves in sheep’s clothing. They 
| nibble here and there—docile and 
| peaceful, sweet and serene—until 
| some fool takes them into the fold. 
| Then, zippo! Off comes the cloth- 
|ing (sheep’s you understand) and 
snap! You’re minus a few things 
you had before. 


JET FIGHTERS 
FOR JAP-RAT WAR 


The jet-propelled fighter plane 
will displace “to a great degree” 
the standard type of fighter-escort 
craft in the war against Japan, ac- 
| cording to war production officials. 
| The principal disadvantage of the 
jet plane at present is its short 
range, but engineers are now 
working to solve this problem. Of 
the 1945 aircraft production goal 
of 82,250 planes, jet craft are 
scheduled for the greatest in- 
crease. 








a woman’s gold-framed | 





SPEAKING OF CORN 

Recently there was a conference. Those present were pilot repre- 
sentatives, company representatives, and a U. S. mediator. They were 
playing the usual game of put and take, and it seemed that one of 
those flat spots had been reached in the meeting where neither side 
was putting nor taking; hence, a stalemate. Finally the mediator said, 
“This crowd reminds me of the story about the skeletons in the 
closet.”” Everyone was all ears, and the mediator proceeded, ‘Said 
one skeleton to all the rest of the skeletons, ‘If we had any guts, we’d 
all get out of here.’’? As Paul Carpenter would say, “Sounds Corny.” 

* a * 


VERILY, VERILY 
One can’t get rid of a bad temper by losing it. Yea, man, verily, 
verily. 


* * 


” 
HIGH FREQUENCY 

A woman’s ideal man is one clever enough to make money and 
foolish enough to spend it. — Postwar prophecy: We will continue to 
have politics and taxes. — Lots of folks git credit fer havin’ personal- 
ity when they’re jist proud of their teeth. — If, as hinted, the Japs 
are reverting to the apes, they seem to be overshooting the mark. — A 
woman stands a better chance of catching her man if she keeps her 
trap closed. — ‘‘The war,” says one commentator, “is bringing us clos- 
er together.”’ This is especially noticeable on trains, busses, and street 
cars. If you don’t believe it, ask any ALPA representative who trav- 
els.—Conscience is that thing which hurts when everything else feels 
so good. — It’s tough luck, but Vesuvius turned out to be the only 
mountain in Italy that didn’t have some Nazis on top of it.—The wife 
who did all the hoeing in the victory garden wants to know why they 
call it farm husbandry. — It’s the loose character who usually gets into 


|a tight place. — Remember when Uncle Sam could live within his in- 





come—and without yours? — SUCCESS: Making more money to meet 
obligations you wouldn’t have if you didn’t have so much money. 
* * * 


Aa & 
A struggling backland mortal struggled for years and years for 
a bare existence, and then suddenly he struck it rich. He even had a 
bank account. Finally, checks started to show up at the bank signed 
with three crosses. The bank summoned the prosperous one for an 
explanation. ‘‘That’s not hard to explain,” said he. ‘“‘Now that we 
have plenty of cash, my wife is getting high-falutin’ ideas and she’s 
insisting that I have a middle name.” 
* * * 


PAGE BUCK ROGERS 
There are, in the great game of defying gravity, no dull moments. 
It lives and thrives on new innovations. An old-time pilot remarked 


|recently, “Speaking of being out-of-date, I’m so far behind every- 


body’s smoke and fine dust, I don’t even know what the new boys are 
talking about. Recently while talking to a combat pilot, he used terms 
describing the putting of his plane through its paces which were en- 
tirely foreign to me. After mulling around with what he said for days, 
finally came to the conclusion that what this modern buzz-wagon 
river was trying to put across was that everything in combat flying 
nowadays is limited not by the limitations of the machine but by what 
the human body can stand. In other words, what can the human body 
stand is the end point of World War No. II aerial combat maneuver- 
ing limitations.” 
Here are shown modern day fliers going through physical condi- 
tioning and tests to prepare them for high altitude flights. They exer- 
cise for 15 minutes, while breathing pure oxygen through a mask, then 
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—Wide World Photos 
rest for 15 minutes, still taking oxygen, before putting on electricall 
heated flying suits and going to their planes for take-offs, still wit 
full oxygen equipment in full operation. It is claimed that this prepa- 
ration prevents the so-called “bends” from high altitude flying. Old- 
timers are fully acquainted with the blank-out and how it occurs, 
usually at the pull-out of a dive. Its cause being that the centrifugal 
force of a pull-out drains blood from the brain resulting in loss of 
consciousness. In modern combat equipment, this is a common occur- 
rence in almost any sharp air battle maneuver. 

Now some Canadian has invented a pressure suit which prevents 
this centrifugal force from taking such sharp effect, and pilots can 
maneuver in a sharp turn or pull-out of a dive at a much greater speed 
and at a sharper angle without blanking-out. Anyway, it’s all very 
interesting and where will it all end is the question. Modern combat 
pilots talk about loping along, returning from missions with their air- 
speed needles centering lazily around 300 miles per hour. Where will 
these needles be centering tomorrow? Oh well, there is always the 
|consolation that these modern-day, six-month wonders: will be just as 
|out-dated in a few years as are the old gray beards of today. 300 
| m.p.h.—Pooh! 





% ” * 


| 

“IT’S ALL MOONSHINE,” SAYS SHERMAN 
General William Tecumseh Sherman, who began his historic 
|march through Georgia 80 years ago in September, 1864, talked a 
| great deal and was rather given to colorful expletives. In later life (he 
| died in 1891, aged 71), the old general could never recall having utter- 
|ed the three-word axiom now firmly linked with his name. However, 
|history records at least two instances where he used the phrase in 
| formal address: “I am tired and sick of war. Its glory is all moonshine. 
It is only for those who have never fired a shot nor heard the shrieks 
and groans of the wounded. Why cry aloud for blood, more vengeance, 
| more desolation? War is hell!’”’—From an address at Michigan Military 
| Academy, 1879. “There is many a boy here today who looks on war 
|as all glory. But, boys, it is all hell. You can bear this warning voice 
|to generations yet to come. I look upon war with horror.’—Address- 
‘ing a G. A. R. convention, Columbus, Ohio, 1880. 
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HERE’S REALLY SOMETHING—AND ALL ARE AIR LINE PILOTS 


Are the air line pilots doing their part in our war winning ef- 
fort? What do you think? It’s surprising how many are actually in 
uniform and how many are actually flying in and through combat 
zones. Lest we forget, the “kiwi” is still at large who said that air 
line pilots are no good for war flying because once taken away from 


| Wing,’”’ Major Bohl explains. 


—New Castle Army Air Base Photo 
Ferrying Division Group of the U. S. Army Air Force. FRONT ROW 
L. to r.: Major George J. Byars, TWA; Major Joseph P. Bohl, UAL; 
| Lieutenant Colonel William B. Hooton, AA; Lieutenant Colonel Lane 
|W. Smith, WAL; and Major Lloyd E. Hubbard, TWA. BACK ROW 
L. to r.: Captain Robert T. West, UAL; Major Wendell T. Fleming, 


51 Years of Line Flying 


| ing which the men accomplished, and 
|the high morale built up in the 
The 
school included a 90-day air line 
check, a supervised routine flight, 
j}and day and night checks. 

Major George Byars, Major Bohl’s 
No. 1 assistant in the 2nd Ferrying 
| Group, also is an ex-air line man, his 
air line association having been with 
| TWA on the Los Angeles-Albuquer- 
que hop during 1937. 

The two other United pilots in for- 
|} eign transport operations are Cap- 
| tains Pete Brohme and Robert West, 
}each of whom was with UAL for 
| nearly four years. They now split 
their time between the foreign opera- 
tions office and flying the Crescent 
| Caravan run to India or Paris. Cap- 
tain Brohme is a veteran of the Chi- 
cago-New York route, while Captain 
West formerly pushed his C-47 up 
and down the West Coast between 
Seattle and San Francisco. 

Pappy Did His Prewar Flying 

on the Air Lines 

| Major Kenneth H. Turner, chief 
pilot for Crescent Caravan, also did 
| his prewar flying on the air lines 
starting with National Parks Air- 
ways on the Salt Lake City-Great 
Falls run in 1930. Later, he flew for 
Varney and then with the U. S. Air 
ways. From 1934 through 1942, Major 
| Turner or ‘‘Pappy,’’ as he is knowr 
| to the crews under him, was a pilot 
|} for Inland Air Lines. 

The two top posts in Military Air 
Transport and the second big func- 
| tion of the 2nd Ferrying Group are 
administered by men who got their 
early aerial training with American 
and Pennsylvania-Central Airlines 
Major Wendell Fleming, director of 
this domestic transport route whick 
carries cargo and flight crews and 
evacuates the wounded, flew for five 
| years out of Cincinnati for American 
He served a year of foreign service 
in India before returning to _ the 
States to take over his present posi- 
| tion. 

Chief pilot for MAT, Major Charles 
| “Chick’’ Renn, is another veteran of 
service in India. He flew two years 
for PCA before joining the first grour 
of pilots to fly the ‘‘Hump” during 
the summer of 1942. With him, then 
in India and now serving as engi- 
neering officer for the Group at Wil- 
mington, is another TWA _ veteran, 
Major Lloyd E. Hubbard. He started 
out as a mechanic on the line with 
TWA in 1935, then later flew for them 
for two years until joining the Ferry- 
ing Division for service in India. 


all their modern aids to air nav 


get lost, and crack up. Tish! 


Tish! 


igation, they will become nervous, 
Where is that “kiwi” now? 


Taken in front of Headquarters of the 2nd Ferrying Group is this 


picture of former air line pilots now holding 


key positions with this 








As Precious as 


As precious as a prewar tire, that’s 
what the 2nd Ferrying Group based 
near Wilmington, Delaware, thinks 
of and terms prewar flying exper- 
ience 
air lines. 

Former Air Line Pilots Hold Key 
Positions in 2nd Ferrying Group 

Proof of this is shown in the place- 
ment of ex-air line men in nine of 
the key positions at this home of the 
largest, longest, and fastest trans- 


Flies Fox Hole Express 








DIRECT TO THE AIR LINE| 


PILOT FROM HEADQUARTERS, 
U. S. TROOP CARRIER FORCES, 


EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPE. | 


RATIONS — Operated as a_be- 
tween-invasions function of Major 
General Paul L. Williams’ U. S. 
Troop Carrier Forces, the fox hole 
air express service has delivered 
thousands of tons of priority sup- 


gained on the United States | 


e 
a Prewar Tire 
port line which the world currently 
knows—the air transport route of 
22,500 miles round trip to _ India. 
Former pilots of American, United, 
Transcontinental and Western Air, 
Pennsylvania-Central, Panagra, Wes- 
tern, and Inland Air Lines are the 
men who keep the machinery of For- 
eign Transport or Crescent Caravan, 
as it is best known, well oiled and 
smoothly functioning. They plan new 
routes and keep tab on the pilots, 
| planes, and crews. 
Reminds One of ALPA Convention 
A walk through Headquarters o 
the 2nd Ferrying Group reminds one 
of an ALPA convention, for on every 
|side in every office, one or two 
former air line pilots may be seen 
pulling the strings governing opera- 
tions of the foreign and domestic 
transport lines of the Group which 
is a part of the Ferrying Division of 
the Air Transport Command. 
51 Years of Air Line Flying Are 
Embodied in the Group Personnel 
Fifty-one years of air line service 
are embodied in the personnel which 
head the Group. The top man, the 
commanding officer, is Lt. Col. Wil- 
liam B. Hooton who for seven years 
| 


C-47’s, which have hauled para- 
troops and towed gliders to six in- 
| vasion fronts, are now feeding and 
| fueling Eisenhower’s British, Can- 
}adian, and American troops in 
|Germany, Holland, France, and 
| Belgium. 

Baldwin Serves in Six Invasions 

| Lt. Col. Benton R. Baldwin had 
six years with United Air Lines to 
| his credit when he joined the Air 
|Corps in October, 1942. Since 
'then, he has served on General 
| Williams’ plane and_ operations 
staff for the air-borne invasions of 
| Sicily, Italy, Normandy, Southern 
| France, and Holland. The scores of 
| veteran air line fliers serving in 
{the U. S. Troop Carrier Forces 
| have been termed largely responsi- 
| ble for the successful employment 


}|}of the C-47—former flagship of 


HOLDER OF THREE MAJOR COMBAT 
DECORATIONS, LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
BENTON R. BALDWIN, FORMER 
UNITED AIR LINES PILOT, IS A FLY- 
ING DIRECTOR OF THE WAR’S BUSIEST 
BATTLE FRONT AIR LINE. HE’S AN 
ALPA MEMBER. 


plies to the advancing Allied ar-| 


mies and has brought scores of 
wounded fighting men back from 
the trenches. The Troop Carrier 


| America’s skyways—in combat. 

| Owner of Many Decorations 

Baldwin’s decorations include 

|the Air Medal and the Oak Leaf 
Cluster to the Air Medal, awarded 
for outstanding performance and 

| leadership in combat flights, and 

| the Bronze Star Medal for his part 


|in planning and directing activities 
|of Troop Carrier paratroop drops, 
| glider landings, and air supply and 
|evacuation missions. 
| We'll Keep the Home 
Fires Burning 

Nice batting, Benton. We back 
home all have our chests way out 


about you. Keep swinging, and | 


we'll keep the home fires burning | 
—you know what we mean. | 


AA; Major Kenneth H. Turner, Inland; and Lieutenant James F. 
Charles 
Brohme, UAL, were absent when the picture was taken. 
ceptions, all air line pilots on active duty are ALPA members. 


Sproule, Panagra. Major 


was an American Airlines pilot out | under Colonel Henry Kristofferson, 
| of 


California, and who, 
prior to taking command of this 
base, was the commandant of the 
First Officers’ Training Unit, Rose- 
crans Field, St. Joseph, Missouri. His 
predecessor in the 2nd_ ferrying 
Group, Lt. Col. Ronald C. McLaugh- 
lin, also is an air line veteran having 
flown for Northwest Airlines out of 
Minneapolis for six years. 
Nine Million Miles without a Fatality 

In the nirie-month period that these 
two men have been in command of 
the 2nd Ferrying Group, great for- 
ward strides have been made. Pri- 
marily devoted to the ferrying of air- 
craft, the Group has undergone a 
transition to become a transport or- 
ganization. On February 6, 1944, Cres- 
cent Caravan made its initial run 
over the lengthy supply route to the 
Far East. During this nine-month 
period, crews have flown nine million 
miles without a fatality. They set the 
round-trip schedule up for 11 days 
and have, since, cut it to six days. 
Actual fiying time is now 110 hours 
from the time the Skymaster leaves 
the runway at the 2nd Ferrying 
Group base until its wheels touch the 
ground again in Delaware after a 
jaunt to India. 
1200 Safe Atlantic Crossings 
in Past Nine Months 

Crews of this Ferrying Division in- 
stallation of the ATC have crossed 
the Atlantic Ocean 1200 times in the 
past nine months and have safely 
carried their cargoes of vital 
supplies, high priority passengers, 
and seriously wounded men to and 
from the battle fronts. And, of 


Burbank, 


war | 





course, for many months during the | 
first part of this year, their sole mis- | 
sion was that of supplying B-29 bases | 
with the necessary materials for the 


successful bombing of Japan. 
Still Another Air Line Protege 
Still another air line protege is Lt. 


Col. Lane Smith, deputy commanding | 


officer, who for four years flew with 
Western Air Lines and who also did 
a six-month hitch with United. When 
with Western, he flew the San Diego- 
Salt Lake City-Las Vegas-Los An- 
geles route. Before coming: to the 2nd 
Ferrying Group, he held the position 
of director of Foreign Transport 
Operations in Ferrying Division 
Headquarters at Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Major Joseph P. Bohl in the Driver’s 
Seat as Director of Operations 

A trio of former United Air Lines 
pilots and one ex-TWA flier hold the 
most important posts in the opera- 
tional department of the Group. In 
the driver’s seat as director of Oper- 
ations and Training is Major Joseph 
P. Bohl who formerly was a C-47 
pilot for four years on the Chicago- 
New York run. Before assuming this 
post, Major Bohl served as operations 
officer of the African Middle-Eastern 
Wing and later, during 1943, as chief 
pilot of the Sector when the Wing 
was relabeled the Central African 
Sector. 

Since he had such a vital part in 
setting up the training school for 
pilots at Accra under Lt. Col. Chris 
Carper, Major Bohl takes particular 
pride in pointing to the unbeatable 
safety records compiled by the CAF 
pilots. Though inexperienced—pilots 
were checked out after as low as 600 


flying hours—not a single aircraft | 


was lost during the year even though 
it was necessary’ to have some men 
fly as many as 175 hours a month 
because of the shortage of pilots. 
The men forming the nucleus of 
the entire African Middle-East Wing 





Still another of the prewar air line 
boys in an important spot at his in- 
stallation is Lieutenant James F. 
Sproule, MAT check pilot. He got in 
two years of foreign service while 
still attired in civilian garb. That 
was in 1941 and 1942 when he flew 
out of Lima, Peru, South America, 
for Panagra (Pan American-Grace). | 
His routes down there included one 
north to the Canal Zone and south to 
Santiago, Chile; from there across to! 
Buenos Aires, Argentina—just a cool 
5,400 miles. 4 
Air Routes Serve as Emergency 
Supply Lines 

So here, in these vital positions on 
just one base, we find this aggregate 
|of 51 years of air line flying being 
put to use establishing and maintain- 
ing new and valuable air routes—air 
routes which serve as emergency 
supply lines from home fronts to 
battle fronts. 


ND THEN— 


Renn, PCA, and Captain Pete 


With rare ex- 


former PAA flier and then Wing Op- 
rations officer, were Major Harry 
Gaines, TWA; Captain Russell Sapp, 
AA; Major Milo Bacon, UAL; Cap- 
tain James Hendrix, TWA; Major 
Frank Scott, AA; and Captain Lloyd 
Eyre, UAL. All were chief or check 
pilots with the exception of Captain 
Eyre who ranked as tops in briefing | 
in the African Theater. 
A Good Training System 
the Secret of Success 

“The secret of the success of our 
operations undoubtedly was a combi- 
nation of the good trajning system, 
the large amount of concentrated fly- 





IT’S “HOOK ON” A 








—U. S. Army Signal Corps Photo from Acme 

One day, slightly.more than a year ago, the important Jap-held 
airstrip in the Salamua-Lae sector of New Guinea fell to a bunch of 
tough young American paratroopers whose prewar sky experience 


|is fairly well represented by an elevator ride up a skyscraper or a 
|climb to the tip of a barn roof. 


But there was nothing amateurish 
about the Yank sky soldiers who came hurtling from the clouds in the 
first mass American paratroop venture in the Southwest Pacific which 
prevented the retreat of 20,000 Japs who were battling Allied coastal 
forces. They had been trained for that day in a tough, he-man course 
which replaced flesh with sinew and made them unafraid to go plung- 





ing through nowhere ready for battle. 
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